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21st Meeting of 
RSPO Biodiversity and HCV Working Group (BHCV WG) 

 

Date 19  June 2013 

Venue Hotel Royale Bintang, KL 

 Olivier Tichit (OT) Sipef Co-chair  

Anne Rosenbarger (AR) WRI Co-chair 

Simon Siburat (SS) MPOA Member 

Calley Beamish (CB) MPOA Member (alternate) 

Sabarinah Marzuky (SM) Sime Darby Member 

Sophie Persey (SP) REA Holdings Member 

Norazam Abdul Hameed (NH) Felda Member  

Michal Zrust (MZ) ZSL Member 

Anders Lindhe (AL) WWF International Member 

Adam Harrison (AH) WWF Member 

Richard Kan (RK) GAR Invited 

Haskarlianus Pasang (HP)  GAR Invited 

JP Caliman (JC) PT Smart Invited 

Subramanian Rasappan (SR) PT Smart Invited 
John Payne (JP) BORA Invited 

Dwi Rahmad Muhtaman (DM) ReMark Asia Invited 

Glen Reynolds (GR) Royal Society SEARRP Invited 

Salahudin Yaacob (SY) RSPO Secretariat 

Audrey Lee Mei Fong (ALMF) RSPO  Secretariat 

Agenda 1. Welcoming remarks  
2. Review previous minutes  
3. HCV definition in P&C 2013  
4. Sime Darby Stage 7 report  
5. Sipef’s detailed compensation plan  
6. GAR Remediation Plan  
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7. Endorsement of ZSL’s Protocols  
8. Update on sustainable palm oil website 
9. AOB 

a. ToR of BHCV WG 

 
1. Welcoming remarks from co-chair 

OT welcomed all participants.  

 

2. Review previous minutes 

Amendments:  

 Venue of the meeting was in Singapore 

 To include Dr. Glen Reynolds as an invited participant  

 On the issue of Sungai Kawan Batu HCV assessment, RK gave a summary of findings from the PT AKPL HCV assessment. He informed the 
WG that HCV 1.2 and 2.1 was not found during the assessment. 

 On GAR’s remediation plan, PH reminded the WG that at a meeting with the RSPO on 16 February 2012 in KL, a decision was taken not to 
remove oil palms planted in river riparian and peat. 

 On the same subject, OT requested GR (SEARRP) and MZ (ZSL) to provide input and assist GAR to fine tune the test plan. The plans is to be 
submitted to the BHCV WG in June 2013 for final approval. 

 On Sipef’s remediation plan, OT suggested to standardise the names of the companies i.e. UMW and TUM.  
 

 

3. HCV Definition in P&C 2013 

SY updated the WG on the current definition of HCV. In the revised P&C, the definition follows the revised definition of HCV Resource Network. 

Members pointed out that the definition of HCV in some National Interpretations are outdated. This might cause problems during the audit 

process. National Interpretations will be revised soon and the definition of HCV will be updated.  
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4. Sime Darby Stage 7 report  

TMK highlighted stage 7 has been change from development of the remediation/ compensation procedure to development of a lessons learned 

paper from their remediation process.  The Compensation Procedure is being developed by the Compensation Task Force.  

 

In summary, 2,350 ha was cleared without any HCV assessment in the pilot area i.e. Baras Danum and Batang Garing estates. Following a 

retrospective HCV assessment, 151 ha was identified as HCV area. No primary forest was present in the area after 2002. A combination of legal 

and illegal logging activities from 1970 to 2000, and a series of devastating fires in 1997-1998 and 2002 had destroyed nearly all lowland forests. 

Only HCV 1 & HCV 4 were identified.  

 

In the lesson learnt paper, Sime Darby outlined several challenges and lesson learnt from their remediation project. The actual remediation 

expenses for Baras Danum and Batang Garing from July 2011 to June 2012 amounted to IDR 325,530,700 (USD 34,300). 

 

The Stage 7 report was approved by the BHCV WG. In addition to these areas, the WG requested Sime Darby to follow the Compensation 

Procedures for other HCV compensation areas.     

 

Detailed presentation is attached as annex.  

5. Sipef’s detailed compensation plan  
OT and his colleague presented on the background of PT Umbul Mas Wisesa (UMW) and PT Toton Usaha Mandiri (PT TUM). Both area cover 

slightly more than 10,000 ha. The area was planted before Sipef took over the companies in 2006 and 2009. Calculation of liability using the 

initial land cover categories resulted in a liability of 3300 ha. In addition to best management practice such as water management and fertiliser 

application, Sipef is proposing a forest restoration project in Bengkulu as part of its HCV compensation. The area is about 12,000 ha and rich in 

biodiversity such as tigers and tapirs.  

 

Sipef propose to also restore degraded areas, curb illegal activities within the forest area, protect wildlife and empower local community in this 

project.  The proposal was accepted by the BHCV WG and members encouraged Sipef to continue to pursue its forest restoration license from 
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the authority. A compensation panel was formed composed of WRI, SEARPP, the Secretariat and Sime Darby. Sipef is to revise its liability using 

the land cover classes and include in a concept note to be submitted to the compensation panel. 

 

The presentation is attached as annex.     

6. GAR Remediation Plan  
RK updated on the meeting with SEARRP and ZSL held in May 2013 in Singapore. The meeting focuses on the improvement of GAR’s remediation 

plan. An ecosystem assessment and baseline establishment were incorporated as part of the action plan. 

In general, GAR is committed to restoration of ecological functions of riparian, peatland and hilly area. 

According to SEARRP, there was a discussion on giving up planted palm in these areas after five years and fully restore it into the natural habitats. 

RK reiterated on the agreement with RSPO in Feb 2012 to remain the palm trees for one rotation (25 years). However, GAR would develop a 

time-bound plan (eg. at five year interval) on the implementation of manual upkeep of the oil palms to continue harvest of the palms trees. 

This will include managing the risk of encroachment and mitigation in the riparian zone. At agreed intervals, there will be a review on the 

landscape condition ie. the progress of natural vegetation growth, the accessibility to harvest the oil palms etc, before resuming the subsequent 

three or five years. 

Glen felt that continued harvesting within the riparian zone for a full cycle is incompatible with remediation. AH suggested GAR to develop an 

experiment to study and record implications of palm retention within these test sites located in PT Mitrakarya Agroindo (MKA) and PT Kencasa 

Graha Permai (KGP), these test sites cover about 397ha. Results shall be reported as part of the compensation project and does not set a 

precedent to future oil palm companies.  

The recommendations from SEARRP and ZSL should be considered for 41,000 ha of the total areas involved in remediation/ compensation. 

Simon (MPOA) suggested that the BHCV WG should provide clearer guidelines for growers in developing the remediation and compensation 

proposal. 

Tang (Sime Darby) raised that GAR, being in a similar position with Sime Darby and SiPEF as the first volunteers in developing the remediation 

process should be recognised for their efforts and be able to proceed with the remediation proposal as there were no previous references 
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being the first pilot. There will be progressive reports to the RSPO and any decision to prevent GAR from harvesting in this pilot is premature. 

The issue on harvesting in riparian zone is an industry issue and should not be a “barrier or issue” to GAR’s or other growers to progress its 

remediation works. 

Olivier (SiPEF and co-chair) concurred and agreed that GAR’s remediation proposal is in line or exceeded BMP.  The discussion on palm oil 

activities in the riparian area is an industry issue. BHCV WG can review GAR’s pilot as a case study for the industry to be tabled in the next 

meeting. 

Olivier proposed that GAR to proceed with their remediation proposal and SEARRP and ZSL to continue to work with GAR in the remediation 

process. The BHCV WG concurred. 

Next steps: BHCV WG requested GAR to prepare a comprehensive summary of the remediation plan to include the monetary liabilities to 

facilitate discussion at the next BHCV WG. 

 

7. Endorsement of ZSL’s Protocols and Sustainable Palm Oil Website 
Due to time limitation, BHCV WG could not discuss this matter. MZ had prepared a presentation and this will brought up at the next BHCV WG 
meeting.  
 

8. AOB (Review ToR of BHCV WG) 
Action: RSPO secretariat will submit proposed text to the BHCV WG and highlight participation of inactive members within the BHCV WG in the 
ToR.   
 
Next meeting of BHCV WG is scheduled for 18 October 2013 in Kuala Lumpur. 
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A

ANNEX 1 
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