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17th Meeting of 
RSPO Biodiversity and HCV Working Group (BHCV WG)  

 

Date June 14, 2012 (Thursday) 

Venue Hotel Melia, Kuala Lumpur 

Attendance Irwan Gunawan (IR) WWF-ID Co-Chair  

Henry Barlow (HB) Sime Daby Co-chair  
via teleconference 

Anders Lindhe (AL) WWF International Member 

Laura Darcy (LD) ZSL Member (alternate) 

Calley Beamish (CB) MPOA Member (alternate) 
via teleconference 

Oliver Tichit (OT) Sipef Group Member 

Gan Lian Tong (GLT) Musim Mas Member 

Dwi R. Muhtaman (DM) ReMark Asia (ID HCV RN) Member 

Reza Azmi (RA) Wild Asia Member 

Matthew Wenban-Smith 
(MWS) 

HCV RN Invited 
via teleconference 

Alexandra Booth OLAM Invited 

Junaidi Payne (JP) BORA Invited 

Glen Reynolds (GR) Royal Society SEARRP Invited 

Sujatnika (S) Aksenta Invited 

Resit Sozer (RS) Aksenta Invited 

Richard Kan (RK) GAR Invited 

Tang Men Kon (TMK) Sime Darby Invited 

Lee Swee Yin (LSY) Sime Darby Invited 

Norazam Abdul Hameed 
(NH) 

Sime Darby Invited 

Mohamed Pirabaharan 
(MP) 

PT. Minamas, Sime Darby Invited 

Stan Rodgers (SR) BACP Observer 

Salahudin Yaacob (SY) RSPO Secretariat 

Norashikin Rasikon (NR) RSPO Secretariat 

Asril Darussamin (AD) RSPO Secretariat 

Audrey Lee Mei Fong 
(ALMF) 

RSPO  Secretariat 

Absence 
with 
Apology 

Adam Harrison (AH) WWF Executive Board (EB)  

Tim Killeen Conservation International Member 

Devan Subramaniam  WWF-MY Member  

Purwo Susanto ISPO Consulting Member 

Catherine Cassagne  IFC Member 

Marcus Colchester FPP Member 
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Agenda 1. Welcoming remarks from co-chair 

2. Review previous minutes  

3. Update on Sime Darby Plantation (SDP) stage 3 remediation actions 

4. BHCV WG specific recommendations to P&C Review TF  

- Under 5.2: tighter and more positive wording of the criterion; 

- Under 7.3: better guidance and clearer wording 

- General: consistency in HCV identification, management and monitoring 

5. Update from ZSL on Resource Centre (Website) 

6. Quality of HCV assessment and consistency of HCV interpretation 

- Assessors Accreditation by HCV RN 

- Content of HCV assessment report by HCV RN 

7. Update from ID HCV RN (Development HCV management & monitoring plan for OP) 

8. Update from ID HCV Ad Hoc Task Force  

9. RSPO HCV Assessment Report Template and Qualification of HCV Assessors 

10. AOB 

End of meeting 
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 Action PIC 

1. Welcoming remarks from co-chair 

IG welcomed all participants and explained briefly the 

meeting agenda. 

 

  

2. Review on previous minutes 

Minutes accepted with amendments.  

 

Minutes of the 
previous 
meetings of this 
WG to be posted 
on the RSPO 
website.  
 

ALMF 

3. Update on Sime Darby Plantation (SDP) stage 3 remediation 

actions 

AL and JP’s comments of the SDP stage 3 report is attached as 

Annex 2. Among their key comments are:  

 Repetitive details and miscalculation of the total number 

of silt pits. 

 Information gaps in important areas. E.g. Key biodiversity 

issues, soil type, topography etc… 

 

RS explained that the silt pits are not constructed according 

to the calculation due to steep slope on the ground. Field 

verification is required prior to installation of the silt pits. 

 

RA enquired about the total cost spent on this remediation 

project. TMK estimated the cost at RM500,000 inclusive of 

consultancy fee. GR questioned the cost and benefits of this 

remediation project,  Instead of spending enormous 

resources on 150ha of lost HCV area, he said it could be spent 

in another strategic conservation area  

 

 SY indicated that RSPO EB has made a decision to develop a 

compensation guideline using the SDP project. Although this 

project involves only 150ha, it will guide the development of 

remediation process for many other areas. Due to the 

importance and future ramification, the project should 

continue.  

 

Aksenta presented their findings on Sg. Kawan Batu forest 

area and proposed remediation actions. The WG discussed 

 LD will provide 
names of 
scientific editors.  
 

ALMF to provide 
format for stage 3 
report.  
 
 
SDP Stage 3 
Version 2 report 
to be revised and 
resubmitted for 
approval by RSPO 
secretariat before 
15 Aug 2012.  
 
RSPO secretariat 
will coordinate a 
joint meeting 
with KLK, GAR 
and Wilmar to 
facilitate 
discussion on 
conservation of 
Sg. Kawan Batu 
area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LD 
 
 
 
 
ALMF 
 
 
 
 
(individual) 
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the stage 3 version 2 report. 

 

 WG recommended conditional approval and asked   

Aksenta to review the stage 3 version 2 report based on 

the following suggestions: 

o Emphasis on conservation of Sg. Kawan Batu area: 

Include landscape information. Forest quality and 

progress update of remediation actions for this area 

should be included.   

o The stage 3 report should also highlight means to 

safeguard Sg. Kawan Batu area. Conservation targets, 

monitoring methodologies with measurable 

indicators.  

SDP will engage with professional scientific editors to provide 

a more structured format, and ensure consistency of 

information in this report. TMK requested to sit in and listen 

to the discussion of WG on approval of SDP’s remediation 

report. This will allow the SDP team to learn from the WG’s 

discussion. SR and OT expressed concerns that the presence 

of SDP during the deliberation might refrain some members 

from speaking freely. Ensuring the independence of the 

decision making process is also favorable for SDP. SDP was 

requested to step out from this discussion. 

 

The WG decided to proceed to SDP’s remediation stage 4 i.e. 

evaluation of test phase results. A field visit will be organised 

and interested members from the BHCV WG will be invited.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. ILO Convention 

HB quoted ILO definition of slavery which includes retention 

of travel document (passport) and he mentioned it is a 

common practice by Malaysian growers to retain passport of 

their workers. BHCV WG requested SDP to report back on ILO 

compliance. OT highlighted on ILO compliance by tea 

industry.  

 

SY updated the WG on the establishment of the RSPO human 

rights committee. He proposed to pass this issue to the 

human rights committee but it is unclear when it will be 

The RSPO to 
engage with 
Malaysia’s tea 
industry and get 
information on 
Ethical 
Partnership that 
outlines ILO 
compliance. 
 
HS will prepare a 

short briefing 

note to the RSPO 

Secretariat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HS 
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formed.  

 

DM mentioned other workers’ issues affecting female 

migrant workers, such as being not allowed to work, 

deportation if they are pregnant and not allowed to bring 

their children along.   

 

OT stressed that the BHCV WG has an enormous amount of 

work as it is and this is not part of the WG mandate. GLT 

suggested posting this comment to the P&C review task 

force. 

secretariat to 

move this 

forward.  

 

5. BHCV WG specific recommendations to P&C Review TF 

GLT and OT brought up a point of order on the process of the 

P&C review. The first phase of public consultation has 

completed and the P&C review TF is now reviewing all the 

comments received.   

 

 

ALMF will 
circulate 
recommendations 
from AL and table 
discussion in the 
next meeting. Any 
recommendations 
can be 
incorporated into 
stage 2 public 
consultation. 
 

ALMF 

6. Update from ZSL on Resource Centre (Website) 

LD presented the structure of ZSL’s new resource centre 

website. IG raised a question on the comparison between 

different certification schemes. LD explained that the website 

will present a set of criteria e.g. international recognition, 

social safeguards etc... ZSL only provides information and 

does not put up any recommendations. GLT asked about the 

level of information that is requested on case studies. LD 

mentioned that ZSL will generate a template and 

questionnaires will be sent to identify the information related 

to the case studies. DM suggested including views of experts 

in the supply chain case studies. 

  

7. Quality of HCV assessment and consistency of HCV 

interpretation 

MWS presented two options to monitor quality of HCV 

assessments. Presentation is attached as annex 3.  

1. Proactive review and approval of reports  

  



 RSPO Secretariat Sdn Bhd 
Company No.: 787510-K  

Unit A-33A-2, Level 33A, Tower A 
Menara UOA Bangsar, 
No.5 Jln Bangsar Utama 1 
59000 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia 

Telephone : +603-2302 1500/ 
Fax   : +603 2201 4053 
Email         : rspo@rspo.org 

 

6 
 

2. Public scrutiny and assessor accountability.  

 

Public scrutiny will provide transparency but it is less 

systematic. HCV reports from certain regions might gain more 

public attention than others.  There was also additional cost 

and time that will be taken during the peer review process for 

the second option. 

 

SR clarified that the HCV assessors should pay for the peer 

review process to maintain their credibility. AL added that the 

cost of peer review borne by HCV assessors might be passed 

on to their clients. 

 

Not all HCV assessments are required to be peer reviewed. 

HCV RN should provide guideline on which assessments need 

to be peer reviewed.  

 

DM suggested the quality control should be mandated to HCV 

RN and the RSPO should focus on its core business i.e. 

certification. 

 

OT quoted Matthew Wenban Smith’s suggestion on scheme 

specific HCV guidance. HCV RN can then include peer review 

process as part of the requirement.  

 

IG highlighted the issue of language barrier where some 

report findings might be presented wrongly. He highlighted 

the importance to disclose qualification of peer reviewers and 

lead auditors. 

 

8. Update from ID HCV RN (Development HCV management & 

monitoring plan for OP) 

INA HCV RN is developing a management and monitoring 

guideline for the OP, mining, forestry and smallholders (SH). A 

panel of experts reviewed the draft in May and the next panel 

review will be in mid July. A wider consultation will be 

conducted in Aceh and Papua in September followed by field 

testing of the guideline. A draft guideline is expected to be 

available by the end of 2012. 
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AL suggested the management and monitoring guideline can 

be incorporated into the common identification guideline 

that will be developed by HCV RN. ZSL is developing the 

management and monitoring protocol and the monitoring 

software. It is good to collaborate under this initiative.      

 

9. Update from ID HCV Ad Hoc Task Force  

RK updated the group that Peter Heng and Norman Jiwan 

were selected as the new co-chair. The role of the TF is to 

identify suitable legal options, clarify land tenure, and build 

consensus on ID government engagement. 

 

OT shared his experience that BPN (land affair agency at the 

province) required his company to incorporate HCV findings 

into AMDAL (Environmental impact assessment). DM 

explained that the structure of the AMDAL report is very 

strict but methodologies can be complimentary. GLT 

mentioned Indonesia government does not recognise HCV 

concept. He suggested the group to review any laws and 

presidential decrees that are conflicting with HCV concept.  

 

WWF-ID is working with Kementerian Lingkungan Hidup to 

include HCV into AMDAL. 

  

10. RSPO HCV Assessment Report Template and Qualification of 

HCV Assessors 

Both documents are prepared by HCV RN for the RSPO. It 

should be endorsed by BHCV WG and posted on the website.  

 

 

ALMF will 
circulate the 
documents and 
WG will submit 
comments before 
15 Aug.  
 
RSPO secretariat 
will produce a 
final draft for WG 
endorsement. 

ALMF 

11. AOB 

 LD updated the group on the dialogue set up by UNDP 

and Ministry of Forestry. The focus of the meeting is on 

SH.  

 Reza suggested that the RSPO secretariat to update on 
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the minutes and membership info.  

 

End of Meeting 

 

 



 RSPO Secretariat Sdn Bhd 
Company No.: 787510-K  

Unit A-33A-2, Level 33A, Tower A 
Menara UOA Bangsar, 
No.5 Jln Bangsar Utama 1 
59000 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia 

Telephone : +603-2302 1500/ 
Fax   : +603 2201 4053 
Email         : rspo@rspo.org 

 

9 
 

Annex 1 



 RSPO Secretariat Sdn Bhd 
Company No.: 787510-K  

Unit A-33A-2, Level 33A, Tower A 
Menara UOA Bangsar, 
No.5 Jln Bangsar Utama 1 
59000 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia 

Telephone : +603-2302 1500/ 
Fax   : +603 2201 4053 
Email         : rspo@rspo.org 

 

10 
 

 



 RSPO Secretariat Sdn Bhd 
Company No.: 787510-K  

Unit A-33A-2, Level 33A, Tower A 
Menara UOA Bangsar, 
No.5 Jln Bangsar Utama 1 
59000 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia 

Telephone : +603-2302 1500/ 
Fax   : +603 2201 4053 
Email         : rspo@rspo.org 

 

11 
 

Annex 2 
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Annex 3 
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